Yeakel deserves 
political heat 
for pastors’ stand 
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S enatorial candidate Lynn Yeakel has been vice- 
president of the Board of Trustees of the Bryn Mawr 
Presbyterian Church for the last two years, and a 
member of the Board for the last five. During her tenure, 
the Bryn Mawr Church has been the scene, and the 
source, of a flood of anti-Israel sermons, programs, arti- 
cles, adult-education classes and propaganda films. 

Yeakel’s continuing refusal to clearly acknowledge, 
explicitly condemn or promise to fight against these 
activities raises legitimate questions about her sensitiv- 
ity to bigotry. 

Consider some of the statements made by the Bryn 
Mawr church leaders, statements that Associate Pastor 
Stephen Michie, and Church Elder Paul Hopkins de- 
scribed in the Main Line Times as “our official^denomi- 
national policy regarding the Middle East.” 

Senior Pastor Eugene Bay has derided Israel’s security 
concerns as “exaggerated,” accused- Israel of being 
“greedy,” preached that “the real terrorists were the 
[Israeli] soldiers” and compared the Jewish state to “the 
rich man [read: rich Jews] who had very many flocks and 
herds but [who] also wanted the poor man’s ‘little ewe 
lamb.’ ” 

Yeakel’s fellow church leaders Bay, Michie, Hopkins, 
among others, have publicly expressed sympathy for the 
outrageous allegation that Israeli treatment of Arabs is 
comparable to the Nazi’s treatment of Jews (a version of 
this defamation was used by Pastor Bay in his sermons). 

Writing in the pro-Arab propaganda organ, The Link, 
Church Elder Hopkins claimed that “the pressure of 
Jewish organizations” leads to censorship of “the press 
and major publishing houses.” Hopkins blamed “the 
Jews” for what he called “the bondage of Congress to the 
Israeli lobby ... the integrity of our democratic system of 
government has been betrayed.” 

In a phrase reminiscent of notorious anti-Semitic tracts 


of the 19th century, he added: “This, ot course, is all part 
of the plan.” During one lecture at the church, Hopkins 
stood next to posters of “Palestine” (there were none of 
Israel), calling for a halt to all U.S. aid to the Jewish state. 

These are not merely disagreements with specific Is- 
raeli policies or specific Israeli governments. This is 
Israel-bashing and, in some cases, simple bigotry. 

Dr. Franklin Littell, an eminent Protestant minister 
and former chair of Temple University’s religion depart- 
ment, describes the activity at Bryn Mawr as “an orgy ^ . 
of Israel-bashing of the harshest kind,” which “wells lip 
from a cultural anti-Semitism that is pervasive.” ; 

The anti-Israel activities at Bryn Mawr date back to at 
least 1988, when the Anti-Defamation League complained 
that Bryn Mawr’s attacks on Israel and Jews by some of 
their church leaders would “harm and damage the good 


name of the Jewish people and their relations with the|r 
Christian neighbors.” 

In 1990, a number of concerned citizens including !a 
Protestant minister and one of the authors of this article, 
Morton A. Klein, wrote numerous articles in the Phila- 
delphia-area press exposing the troubling anti-Israel ac- 
tivities in Bryn Mawr. 

In short, this isn’t some campaign-related issue, it is';a 
matter of conscience that must be addressed, regardless 
of the current senatorial race. Neither author of this 
commentary is on the payroll of the Specter campaign, as 
some individuals from Yeakel’s campaign have falsely 
claimed. We speak out as a concerned Jew and a con- 
cerned Christian, prompted by our sincere conviction 
that what has taken place at the Bryn Mawr Presbyterian 
Church is hateful. ; 

How has Lynn Yeakel responded to all of this? When 
questions were raised back in May, she simply ignored 
them. ; 

Then she claimed at her June 9 press conference that 
she had “never heard any of this ever.” Finally, after tv^o 
long months, she issued a vaguely worded statement 
“acknowledging” her “disagreement” with these “views” 
and rejecting “all anti-semitism” in the world, but failed 
to specifically acknowledge, repudiate or combat the 
deplorable activity. 

No responsible person is claiming that Lynn Yeakel 
herself is anti-Semitic. And obviously no responsible 
person is claiming that everyone at the Bryn Mawr 
church is a bigot. But the fact is, that when it comes to 
Israel-related issues, the church leadership has bee)n 
controlled by individuals whose attitudes toward the 
Jewish state and its American supporters is disturbing, fo 
say the least. ; 

Since Lynn Yeakel describes herself as one who has 
fought “discrimination and injustice throughout my life 
and career,” one must ask, why won’t she commit herself 
to fighting the prejudice at her own church? • 

•Since Lynn Yeakel has no previous record on U.S.-Israel 


Elders at the candidate’s church : 
don’t merely disagree with Israeli 
policies; they have engaged in 
Israel-bashing and bigotry. 


relations, the public can only judge her attitudes to Israel 
by what she has done — or rather, not done — at her owh 
church. 

Do her inactions speak louder than her words? Is she 
insensitive to bigotry? Will she be influenced by the antj- 
Israel leaders of her church? 

If African Americans, gays or women were the target of 
the kind of attacks that Jews and the Jewish state have 
endured in Bryn Mawr, Yeakel would feel compelled to 
speak out, and rightly so. 

She should speak out now, as well. 
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